SAF Hill Running Commission Report Year 2000-2001

Report and Results of SAF Scottish Hill Running Championships 2000, Elspeth Scott, Convenor, HRC.

Senior Men




Senior Women

1
John Brooks
Lochaber

1
Karen Powell
Carnethy

2
John Coyle
Solway

2
Elspeth Scott
Westerlands

3
Ronnie Gallagher
Westerlands

3
Jane Robertson
Westerlands

Team





Team
1
Carnethy


1
Carnethy


Veteran Men




Veteran Women

1
Ronnie Gallagher
Westerlands

1
Elaine Stewart
Cosmics

2
Martin Laing
Fife AC

2
Lindsay Knox
Teviotdale

3
Andy Spenceley
Carnethy





Super Veteran Men

1
Jim Knox
Teviotdale





Junior Championship 2000

U18Boys




U18 Girls

1
Andrew Lemoncello
Fife AC

1
Marbeth Shiell
Carnethy

2
Euan Jardine
Fife AC

2
Freya Murray
Lasswade





3
Angela Frame
Fife AC

U16 Boys




U16 Girls

1
Iain Donnan
Lothian

1
Briony Curtis
Banchory

2
Richard Goldsworthy
Galloway

2
Samantha Marshall
Pitreavie

3
Adam Watt
Aberdeen

3
Frances Meek
Fife AC

U14 Boys




U14 Girls
1
Scott Fraser
Lasswade

1
Ashley Toner
Lothian

2
Silas Goldsworthy
Galloway

2
Fiona Muir
Fife AC

3
Norman Galbraith
Giffnock North

3
Fiona McKay
Giffnock North

This has been a very successful year for Scottish hill running. After a year plagued by injury and illness John Brooks made a welcome return to the hills and won the championship in style with maximum points. For the women the competition was more closely contested with a new winner emerging in a season where many of the previous winners were concentrating on British and International events. In the British Hill Running Championship Angela Mudge won the ladies event, Colin Donnelly the veteran men’s event and Brian Waldie the Vet O60 event. Dougie Milligan and Charlie Love also delivered outstanding performances in the supervet class.

In International competition Scottish athletes had a wonderful season, the highlight being Angela Mudge’s win at the World Trophy in Germany in October. The season started well with an excellent win for John Brooks at the Knockdhu International in May. This was followed by The European Trophy in Poland where the men’s team nearly upset the favoured Italians, running them a very close second after excellent packing by Bobby Quinn, Chris Robison, Neil Wilkinson and Alan Milligan. Congratulations to all on gaining silver medals at this event. Scottish performances at the Snowdon International in July were impressive with a clean sweep of awards for Scotland for the first time. The men’s race was won by Neil Wilkinson with the team of Neil, Alan Milligan and Colin Donnelly finishing in first place. In the women’s race Angela Mudge was the winner and with Sonia Armitage lifted the team prize. The highlight of the International Calendar was the World Trophy in Germany where,  Angela led the field in the women’s race to record an impressive win. She finished the season as winner of the European Grand Prix series and ranked no 1 in the world.  This was an encouraging season for junior hill running with excellent performances at Knockdhu, the Black Forest Teenager Games, the World Trophy and the Junior Home International at Sedbergh. 

The Commission has continued to support hill running at all levels in Scotland with squad events etc. throughout the season. The outbreak of Foot and Mouth in early 2001 has had a major impact on hill running in Scotland and all parties are working together to monitor the situation and adjust plans for the coming season accordingly. 

A major issue of concern to the Scottish athletes and the SAF HRC is the move to seek IAAF approval to grant the European Trophy championship status which would result in the loss of Scottish representation at this event in favour of a GB team. Athletes have expressed a strong wish to continue to represent Scotland at International Events and lobbying is continuing to try to maintain the current position. Performances to date would suggest that Scotland can compete successfully on the International stage. 

